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This article contributes to cross-cultural u^frstat^ings of gender-based violence by 
examining women's definitions and aglmences of domestic violence in Eastern 
Indonesia. The research was part of afmrger study, of human rights in maternal and 
neonatal health and involved a survey aat integrated common anthropological practices 
in its development and delivery. This safyey measured the prevalence of emotional and 
physical abuse, violence during pregnancy, unwanted so: and fear of violence among a 
sub-sample of 504 married Muslim wotnen. Standard human rights definitions of 
violence were adapted to create locally appropriate definitions of economic violence, 
husband infidelity and unwanted sex within marriage. Survey responses indicated that 
the majority of women believed verbal abuse, threats of harm, economic violence, 
physical violence, control of women's mobility and a husband's public infidelity to 
constitute domestic violence. Our exploration of how Indonesian women under-
stand domestic violence reinforces the salience of cultural specificity for different 
women's definitions of violence, as well as the applicability of internationally recognised 
definitions of gender-based violence. 
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